Serum level of immunosuppressive acidic protein in patients with urological malignancies.
Immunosuppressive acidic protein (IAP) is a non-specific immunoreactive protein arising from inflammatory or malignant conditions in the human body. We determined the IAP levels in 65 cases with urological malignancies and in 31 cases with benign diseases as a control group during a 9-month period. There were significantly higher serum levels of IAP in cases of bladder transitional cell carcinoma (p = 0.025), prostate adenocarcinoma (p less than 0.00001) and upper urinary tract urothelial cancer (kidney and/or ureter, p = 0.013) as compared with those of the control group. Significant differences in IAP between different tumor stages were found in the bladder cancer group with high stage cases having higher IAP levels (p less than 0.0005). However, no significant differences were found between different tumor gradings. Most of the prostate cancer patients had extremely high IAP values (1,029 +/- 490 micrograms/ml) in this study. Renal cell carcinoma and testicular tumors showed no statistical differences from the control group (p = 0.89 and 0.37, respectively). No differences could be found in the different age groups (by decades) or sexes. The serum IAP level can be a good non-specific tumor marker for bladder cancer staging and probably a good follow-up tool for most urological malignancy patients.